Kr. Robert Gilroy, Assistant director 
Logistics and CoL^unications Division 
GAO, Room 3614 
441 G St*, 1M 
Waahington, D.C. 20548 

Dear Hr* Gilroy, 

Having Just heard that you have been asked to look into whether FOIA has interfered 
with law onfororsaent Jn^ooeodii^s I am rerdru of what I forgot -..hen 1 was ^a-um ill. 

Tim Ingram, who had been staff director of the House FOIA coi^uittee, asked me to get in 
touch with GAO to glpe it an underetanding of the extraordinary waste of government time 
and money in contesting FOIA requests and eases that should have been responded to without 
any question at oil* 

% personal experience has been quite extensive, as you say know if you are familiar 
with tho cases filed in Washington and with the debates on ths? 1974 ametidmento to the Act* 

The law enforcement exemption ia invoked regularly and frivolously in ay cases. In 
no single instance, and I have read so many thosuanda of pages even estimating their 
total would be difficult, have I seen any danger to law enforcement efforts. 

What I have seen ia th* fantastic waste of ti me and money in a continuing determina- 
tion not to live within the law, not to risk the embarrasomant that withheld records hold. 

Wit'! me it has not ended with, the amending of th* Act. Ky records those of the 

courts leave no doubt. Nor ia there any doubt that as of this moramt large amounts of 
tiiso and money continue to be wasted in continuing efforts to f raatrato tho Act ana to 
compile phoney statistics to be used to persuade the Congress to amend the Act so that 
its purposes ca aot be served, thus, I believe, posing a danger to free society and 
citizen possibility of correcting official wrongdoing* 

As a rcent and modost example I enclose the decision in the last case. There is 
little reasonable doubt that 1 more than meet the standards for tho waiving of fees* 

But more than the cost of providing the records was wasted in an effort to deny them 

From my experiences, with tho Aot and as an investigative reporter 'with prior 
federal investigative and intelligence experience, the present Act Is a major force for 
good government -and for reducing waste in government* 

H there is any way in which I can help, please call upon me* I am only a little 
more than an hour froa your office. I woul i welco-.o a visit and questioning^ so GAO 
might know the actualities* I would be noro tha n willing to h^ve an interview tape 
recorded. If you would like to spak to toy counsel, he la Kp # Jim Leear, Suite 600, 

910 16 *t., NW, phone 223-5587. 

If sore of the people who seem to be building successful careers through aborting 
the Act woro held to account, gr* at sums of money could bu saved. If official resistance 
evew cones to an end the saving of time within the Department of Justice will do more to 
help law enforcement than an occasional slip by use of tho Act con possibly impair it. 

Sincerely, 


^rder in C.A. 77-21 «;5 enc. 


Harold .vela oerg 


